-Entomol. Gener. 11 (3/4): 217-219; Stuttgart 1986. - [Note] . More than 1000 species of the rich Cape Flora are ant dispersed. Fruit bodies (elaiosomes) on the seeds attract ants which bury the seeds in their nests, thus protecting them from fires, mid-summer heat and predation ; nests are also comparatively nutrient rich. This system is threatened by the introduced Argentine ant Iridomyrmex humilis Mayr 1868 which outcompetes native ants and removes the fruit bodies of seeds without removing and burying them. The Cape Floral Kingdom is the smallest of the 6 floral kingdoms of the world. It is unique in its richness of species (some 8500 are found in an area of about 90 000 km 2 ) of which many are endemic. The most characteristic plant familiae of this Flora are the Proteaceae of which some 300 species are found there , the Ericaceae with about 580 species and the Restionaceae with more than 300 species. Since 1979 a comprehensive research programme has been under way in an attempt to gain an understanding of the ecological processes in this plant kingdom. The most inter esting entomological discovery so far was made by Slingsby & Bond [1981] and Bond & Slingsby [1983] who found that the seeds of about 1300 species are ant dispersed.
These seeds posess special food bodies, called elaiosomes, which are so attractive to the ants that they carry the seeds to their nests where the elaiosome is removed. There is evidence of a chemical attractant being involved, because in tests with Mime tes and Leucospermum, where seeds were placed 2 m away from nests, ants would leave the nests within 5 sec and converge directly upon the seeds. This type of ant-seed association, called myrmecochory, is also widespread in Australia, where it has been found in more than 1500 species, compared to some 300 for the rest of the world excluding South Africa [Buckley 1982] . Comparative studies by Milewski & Bond (1982] shed light on the significance of the phenomenon. Both areas where myrmecochory is prevalent, are characterized by nutrient-poor soils and a scheroph�'llous, resinous vegetation that is very prone to fire during the dry summer months. In nutrient poor soils plants will find it difficult to produce the fleshy fruits required for bird dispersal, and seeds dropped by birds on such soils will find it difficult to germinate; they would also be susceptible to fires. Nutrient poor soils and fires would also be detrimental to the germination of the small seeds which are wind dispersed.
